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Dems eye
SEP 11
obstacles
to small
business

By SUSAN M. COVER
Staff Writer

AUGUSTA — Homegrown businesses with lo-
cal owners and letal workers are the future of
the Maine economy, not big corporations from

away, 4 group of House
Democrats sabd Friday BiLL

The group, led by
House I!l-IaLun'S' Lesder | OF RIGHTS
John Richardson, D- ;
Brunswick, stood in- | 70 58e the entire
side Kennebec Tool & | Plan, gots
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Die on Church Hill
Hoad to announce a
new plan aimed at
making it easier to do
business in Maine.
“What we found was that Maine was already
doing & Lok for small business, but it is not neces-
garily coordinating its efforts,” Richardson said.
The plan, which will remain 8 draft while legis-
lators get input from businesses around the
state, aims to reduce paperwork, help Maine
buzineszes with Anancial matters, and beiter ed-
ueate community-college students so they're

prepared te start thelr oem businesses.
Among the specifics offored 50 far:

L E?hl:.:glish a statewide business-assistance
@ Establish a business court to expedite busi-
ness-refated litigation
& Help students wha live and work in Maine
repay their college loans,

’ Forum

Continreed from B

i Reduce the capital gains
tpx for investments,

+ # Expand "seed funds" to
Husisesses that are not current-
ly eligible.

- The averall theme — growth
ftom within — originated with
Rep. Stanley Moody, D-Man-
chester. He described his idea
as & new economic development
sirategy for the state.

+ *[t requires a change of mind-
mot that would position Maine as

& where the welcome mat
is rolled out for people with
ideas and the will to turn them
into results,™ he said.

! Richardson, Moody and sever-
# other House Democrats med
for seven months to work on the
plan and a “Maine Small Busi-
riess Bill of Rights."

\ They will now hit the road to
wizit with small-business gamers
in Augusta, Bath, Bangor and
ather places.

group hopes
n

. In Jan , Lhe
Mh-uduc-ei islati af

elr original and the input”
they get from B85 OWTLTS:
* fepublicans said they hope
iz are serious about fo-
chsing on small business, nobng

Megse rer FORUM, BT

BUSINESS FORUM

A farurm te get input on the
Housa Democratic small
businass plan will be held
from 7:30-8 a.m, Sepd, 21 in
the Univarsity of Maine at
Augusia student life build-

ing.

“l am committed to
working towards
getting every small
business in Maine
to add one new
worker, ..."

Rep. Nancy Smith
D-Manmouth,

that it is a legislative election
year,

“It has been 30 years of & De-
moeral majority that has put
Maine in the dubious position of
having the second-highest tax
burden in the nation, along with
being the secend most difficult
state |n which to create and
grow a business,” Assistant

House Minority Leader David
Bowles, E-Sanford, said in a
statement from the House Re-
publican Office,

Charles “Wick" Johnson, own-
er of Kennebee Tool & Die, said
minst of his workers were barn
and raised within a 30-mile ra- |
dius of the plant. Health care
and workers” compensation
costs are two areas where he
needs relfief, Johnson =aid.

Gowv. John Baldacei said com-
munities can no longer rely on
one big business to employ mest
of their people. Competition
from other states and interna-
tional markets make it oo risky
for Maine to cling to a few large
businesses, he said

“By growing small business,
wa're di OUur sconomy,”
he sabd.

The work group, which in-
cludes six central Maine legisls-
tors, has many small-business
owners, Among them is Rep.
Nancy Smith, D-Monmaouth,
who said she understands the
heartache of fguring out how o
make emds maet.

" am eommitted to working
towards a concrete geal of get-
ting every small business in
Maine to add one now i
their payroll,” she zaid
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